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Welcome 
To The Studio 

 

 
 
Welcome to William Herzog's violin studio in Baltimore, Maryland!  I am excited 
to help you begin, or continue to discover and express your inner musical voice. 
  
Having taught violin lessons for almost a decade, I know how much of a joy it is to 
be part of my students' musical journeys.  As a violin student myself for 25 years, I 
understand how important the relationship between the teacher and student is. 
  
I believe that expressing oneself through music is one of life’s greatest pleasures.  
Music can cross the boundaries of time and space, and fills a deeply felt, universal 
human need to connect with others and with something timeless. 
  
In this handbook, you will find an outline of my teaching philosophy, policies, 
prices, and what to expect from our lessons together. 
  
Thank you for being part of the studio.  I look forward to discovering, exploring 
and realizing your musical aspirations together! 
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Teaching  
Philosophy 

 
We've all heard people say that musical expression, effortless performance, and 
solid memorization are only attainable by the naturally gifted.   This is not the 
case. It is my responsibility to create, demonstrate, and teach pedagogical techniques 
that will enable any and all of my students to express themselves beautifully by 
attaining comfort and mastery. 
 

My teaching is centered on 
Three Pillars: 

#1 People flourish when they are motivated and inspired, 
#2 The best musicians are those who learn to teach themselves 

#3 Effective practice results in success. 
 
To uphold the pillars: 
I help my students understand that violin technique is only a tool to serve their 
musical goals, and encourage them continue to discover what those musical goals 
are.    

Just like a baby who desires to walk when she sees everyone around her doing so,  
music students gain inspiration when they know what they are aiming for.   

Because of this, listening to a variety of beautiful music is always part of Studio 
Herzog practice assignments.   
In order to help my students to maximize their available practice time, 
lessons focus a great deal on modeling and explaining how effective practice 
works.  Most importantly, we discuss what  

the processes and thinking that are behind specific practice techniques, 
why they are effective, and when to use them.  Studio Herzog students also 
regularly engage in mini "practice-workshops," in their lessons, where they are 
given a short assignment and a time limit.  After the time has elapsed, we 
discuss why they chose to use their time the way they did, and how to improve 
their practice techniques in the future.   
Students walk away from their lessons knowing not only how to play, 
but how to face new challenges independently and with confidence. 
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Lesson  

Materials  
 
 
 
 
Supplies 
 
Every student will need to have at every lesson: 

- Music books 
- 3-ring binder for practice sheets (I supply the sheets) 
- Violin/Viola 
- Bow 
- Rosin 
- Shoulder rest/shoulder sponge 

Additionally, over time for the beginner student, and immediately for the advanced 
student, you will be required to own: 

- A metronome with drone capability.  Alternatively, there is a free 
Android/iPhone app for this called “Sound Corset” that can substitute.  
- A recording device/smart device that records 
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Studio 
Structure 

 
Private Lessons 
- Weekly lessons of 30, 45 or 60 minutes 
 - The length will depend on age and skill level of the student 
 
Group Lessons 
- Get together with a friend or two for group lessons!   

- This is a great choice for beginners 
- Weekly, hour long sessions for 2 or 3 students 
 
Listening 
- A major part of your development as a musician comes from being exposed to 
world-class playing of great music.  This helps you gain a familiarity with 
repertoire, and develops your ear as a musician.   
- I have created a Youtube playlist to get you started: search “wilzog” on youtube.  
Click on the wilzog channel.  Use the playlist entitled: “Essential Listening for 
Students.” 
- Please write down what you have listened to on your practice sheet for the week! 
 
Chamber Music 
- As students become more advanced, I try to place them with another student to 
play duets together 
 
Studio Recitals 
- Every year in the late spring, the whole studio gathers to share our musical 
achievements with each other 
- A professional piano accompanist will be supplied for the dress rehearsal and 
recital 
- The recital is mandatory, and carries a one-time $30 fee  
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Lesson 
Expectations 

 
 
Practice expectations 
- 15 minutes – 3 hours a day, depending on your level 
- 3-6 days a week 
- Practicing should be distributed into three areas: 

- Technique 
- Repertoire 
- Fun and review 

 
Attitude and preparation 
- Students should strive to be patient, positive, cooperative and enthusiastic 
- Students need to come to lessons having practiced the assignments given in the 

last lesson, and with all their required materials (see above). 
- PARENTS!!!!! 

- For young students (age 7-12), you will be critical in fostering a home 
environment where practicing is encouraged. 
- For the youngest students (age 5-7) you will need to assist in the student’s 
practice sessions.  We will discuss how to do this in your child’s lessons 

- At William Herzog’s discretion: lessons may be ended early due to lack or 
preparation or required materials (without a refund). 
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Prices 
and Policies 

 
1-on-1 Rates and Policies 
 30 minutes 45 minutes 60 minutes 
1on1 In-Studio  $35 (140/mo.) $45 (180/mo.) $55 (220/mo.) 
1on1 In-Home  $45 (180/mo.)  $55 (220/mo.) $65 (260/mo.) 
- In-Studio lessons will occur at 3219 Northbrook Rd., Pikesville MD.  
- The In-Home lesson fee includes up to 15 minutes of driving (according to Google 

Maps, with normal traffic).  An additional $5 will apply for every additional increment 
of up to 10 minutes. 

- Each month will have 4 lessons, unless otherwise agreed upon by the 22nd of the 
preceding month.   

 
Missed Lessons 
- Missed lessons with less than 24 hours notice via email are forfeit. 
- Students who cancel a lesson with more than 24 hours notice are entitled to a make-up 

lesson within 30 days, at a mutually agreed-upon time.  If a time cannot be found, the 
make-up will be forfeit. 

- There is a maximum of one make-up allowance per month. 
- Lessons missed due to teacher absence will result in a non-expiring make-up lesson.   
 
Please also read “General Policies” (below) 
 
 
 
Group Rates and Policies 
 30 minutes 45 minutes 60 minutes 
Group of 2 (In-Studio)  $35 each (140/mo.) $40 each (160/mo.) 
Group of 3 (In-Studio)  $28 each (112/mo.) $33 each (132/mo.) 
- All group lessons will be in-Studio, at 3219 Northbrook Rd., Pikesville MD.  
-	Each	month	will	have	4	lessons.		If	one	student	misses	the	less	
- Group lessons missed by a student will not be made up, unless owing to inclement 

weather (such that area schools are closed). 
 
Please also read “General Policies” (below) 
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General Policies (for all lessons) 
 
Payments 
- Payments will occur either via Paypal invoice or check on/by the first of each month.   
- A $15 late fee will apply if payment is more than 3 days late. 
- R e f e r r a l  d i s c o u n t : refer a friend/family member.  Upon sign-up, the referrer and 

the referee will receive a 50% discount for one month! 
 
 
Tardiness 
- Lesson time lost due to student tardiness will not be made up. 
- Lesson time lost due to teacher tardiness will either be made up on the lesson day, or is 

subject to proration (reflected on the next bill). 
 
 
Lesson Time, Changes and Termination of Lessons 
- All students will have a consistent, mutually agreed upon weekly time for the semester 
- Change of lesson time requests must be submitted in writing two weeks before the 

planned time takes effect, and a new time must be agreed upon in writing prior to the 
change. 

- Suspended lessons (i.e. vacation) and termination of lessons must be communicated by 
the 15th of the month prior to the suspension/termination. Failure to do so will result 
in a full monthly fee.  

 
 


